Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 HONG K 00980 280I49Z 

73/12 

ACTION EA-06 

INEO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-00 NSC-05 NSCE-00 INR-05 CIAE-00 

SP-02 PRS-01 /034W 

056985 

R 270820Z JAN 76 CORRECTED COPY EOR MCN 

PM AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8885 

INEO USLO PEKING 

AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 

AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

CONPIDENTIAL HONG KONG 0980 

LIMDIS 

NOT RELEASABLE TO POREIGN NATIONALS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 
TAGS: PINR PINT CH 

SUBJ: MAO AND PARTY CENTRAL APPROVE "CAMPAIGN " TO EMULATE CHOU EN-LAI 

REF: HONG KONG 0976 

URGING THAT THE INPORMATION BE KEPT STRICTLY CONPIDENTIAL, 

TA KUNG PAO PUBLISHER PEI I-MIN TOLD CONGEN OPPICIALS ON JANU- 
ARY 27 THAT CHAIRMAN MAO AND THE PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE HAD 
APPROVED A NEW CAMPAIGN: " HSUEH HSI CHOU TSUNG LI TAO TI; 

HSUAN CHUAN CHOU TSUNG LI TAO TI" (THOROUGHLY LEARN FROM 
PREMIER CHOU, THROUGHLY PROPGANDIZE ABOUT PREMIER CHOU). 

THE EMULATION CAMPAIGN, WHICH HAS YET TO BE ANNOUNCED IN CHINA, 

IS THE CENTER'S TRIBUTE TO CHOU AND, ACCORDING TO PEI, IT WILL 
STRESS CHOU'S TRUE WORTH AS A LOYAL AND "DISCIPLINED" PARTY 
MEMBER. PEI NOTED THAT WHILE CHOU WAS PREQUENTLY REPERRED TO 
AS A "MODERATE" OUTSIDE OP CHINA, HE NEVERTHELESS POLLOWED 
CLOSELY CHAIRMAN MAO'S INSTRUCTIONS AND THE PARTY'S BASIC 
LINE IN ALL OP HIS ACTIONS. PEI'S PREQUENT RETURN TO THIS 
CHARACTERIZATION OP CHOU AS A HIGHLY DISCIPLINED COMMUNIST, 

ALTHOUGH OCCASIONALLY STRIKING US AS SOMEWHAT DEPENSIVE IN 
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MENTS BUT THE MESSAGE WHICH THE PARTY WILL SEEK TO CONVEY AS 
A MODEL FOR PARTY MEMBERS AND MASSES ALIKE. WITHOUT QUESTION 
IT WAS THE PRINCIPAL FOCUS IN FEI'S OTHERWISE POIGNANT AND VI- 
VID RECOLLECTIONS OF HIS LONG FRIENDSHIP WITH THE PREMIER 
(REETEL). 

COMMENT: WE ARE STRUCK THAT THE CHINESE LEADERSHIP 
IS PLANNING TO BUILD A MAJOR EMULATION CAMPAIGN - WHAT PEI 
IDENTIFIED AS "THE CAMPAIGN"- AROUND A PARTICULAR LEADER 
OTHER THAN THE CHAIRMAN. CHINESE HAVE OP COURSE ALL ALONG 
HAD THEIR HEROIC FIGURES SUCH AS LEI FENG WHO HAVE GIVEN 
THEIR ALL POR THE REVOLUTION, BUT THIS IS THE FIRST TIME THA 
A FIGURE FOR EMULATION HAS BEEN A TOP NATIONAL LEADER. WITH PEI 
DESCRIBING CHOU'S CONTRIBUTIONS IN SPECIPIC TERMS— 

THE DIPLOMATIC OVERTURES TO THE US, JAPAN, AND 
SOUTHEAST ASIA AND THE POURTH NATIONAL PEOPLE'S CONGRESS 
DEVELOPMENT PLANS— IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THE CENTER HAS ALSO 
REACHED A CONSENSUS THAT CHOU'S TRIBUTE WILL ALSO BE A 
LIVING CAMPAIGN TO BUILD A "POWERFUL MODERN SOCIALIST CHINA". 
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